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OBSERVATIONS, . 


8 1 R, e 5 5 8 Mbew's Feb. 12, 1748-9. 


Take the liberty to ſend you a few obſerva- 
tions on a particular kind of Scarlet Fever, 
that hath lately obtained in this place, and 
ſome towns adjacent. The only circumſtances, which 
can entitle this ſheet to the trouble of your peruſal, 
are the novelty of the ſubject, and a careful repreſen- 
tation of facts. Nor ſhall I obtrude upon you any 
vague conjectures, or precarious hypotheſes, relating. 
to the cauſes of this diſeaſe ; much leſs take up your 
valuable moments in the parti of uſeleſs, unmean- 
in ing quotations from other authors. = 


About the latter Hy of Sept. 1 748. a Scarlet Fe- 


ver began to appear in this town. At firſt chil- 


dren only were ſeized with it; but afterwards it at- 


tacked adults. The manner = ſeizure was not al- 


> WE one and the ſame. There was ſome diverſity 
A 2 herein; 


1 


e — N Fd: 2 : 72 x : * . ' : . 
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, 
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* 
* od 
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herein; as likewiſe in the ſymptoms, and ſtages 


of the diſeaſe. Its period allo was ſometimes va- 


rious in yarious patients, And as there was a dif- 
ference in the time, ſo. likewiſe there was in the 
manner of its terminating. 


In general, the firſt pee were ſickneſs, vo- 
miting and purging. But theſe ſymptoms ſeemed 


pretty much confined to children. A ſore throat 
either attended theſe diſcharges of the inteſtinal tube, 


or immediately followed. The Tonſils, Parotids, 
and maxillary glands haſtily ſwelled to a conſidera- 
ble degree. In ſome, the Tonſils only were inflam- 


ed and ſwelled; in ſome a ſwelling of the Parotids 


accompanied the inflammatory tumours of the Ton- 
fils; in ſome, all the glands abovementioned tume- 
fied at the fame time. Upon looking into the ; 
mouth, there were frequently ſeen, eſſ pecially after 


the diſeaſe was a little advanced, ulcuſcula, ſcatter- 


ed up and down the fauces, which were pretty 
broad upon, and about the Tonfils, ſuperficial, (at- 
leaſt all, that I ſaw, were ſuperficial) and cover- 
ed with a whitiſh ſlough. The eyes appeared wa- 
try, and the countenance, particularly the ey e-lids | 
were 


3 


E 
were puffed up, as in the Meaſles, In many, 
the neck, arms, and hands were puffed up, and 
ſwelled likewiſe.” And it is not improbable, that 
the trunk of the body was alſo ſwelled, if we 
could as eaſily have diſcerned ſuch a general en- 


largement, as we could the enlargement of a par- 
ticular member. In ſome, a cough alſo accom- 


panied the preceding ſymptoms. But there was a 


great difference as to the cough: for in ſome, it 


was flight, and rather abated, as the diſeaſe advanc- 


ed; while in others, it encredlewy and HT: ſeverer 


an ny: yy the e 


The Kale Efloreſcence differed as to ; 
and time of its appearance. In ſome it appeared 
immediately on the attack of the diſeaſe; and 


That, not always gradually, as many eruptive Air: 


orders do; but in ſome it was ſudden, univerſal, and 
of an intenſe red; as intenſely red ſometimes upon 
its firſt appearance, as when the diſeaſe was further 
advanced. In ſome, there intervened one or more 
days between the firſt ſiekening, and the ſcarlet efflo- 
reſcence; and in ſome, this effloreſcence was par- 


wy Fo gradual i in its advances,” The legs and thighs 
2 were 


were 3 up 2 4 Mins with ſpots of various di- 
menſions, ſome as EY or larger than a fix-pence, - 


while the trunk of the body was covered with ſuch 
an infinite number of them, oo ſo cloſely ſet toge- 


ther, that no interſtices appearing, the body was in 


ſome perſons as red almoſt, as if it had been dipped 
in blood. In others again the ſcarlet effloreſcence 


was trifling as to the degree of colour; and ſo 
ſlightly was the ſkin tinged, that the diſeaſe was 
known, more from the collateral ſymptoms, 8 
from the effloreſcence. Yet the ſameneſs of ſome 


ſymptoms, happening in a family to one or two, 
where the reſt had the diſeaſe compleat, abun- 


dantly ſatisfied me as to the genius of the diſtem- 


From this diverſity of ſymptoms, I haye found 
ſome practitioners inclined to think, that this diſeaſe 


could not with propriety be called a ſcarlet fever. 


905 J imagine, that ſuch diſputes are about words 
| For altho there is a conſiderable difference be- 
tween the preſent ſcarlet fever, and that milder one, 


which Sydenham deſcribes; 3 yet if an increaſed num 


ber of ſymptoms, and a more. exaſperated degree 


there- | 
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thera would authoriſc a phyſician to ales the name 
of the "laſs I fear, that confuſion would be the 
conſequence of ſuch a liberty. For the ſame reaſons, 
the ſmall Pox might ſuffer a change in its name; 
becauſe there i is not ſo great, or a greater difference 
between a former, and the preſent Scarlet Fever, 
than there is between ſmall pox and ſmall pox; more 
eſpecially if the compariſon be made between the 
mildeſt degree of the diſinct, and the moſt violent 


degree of the confluent ſort. But if a man conſults 
Morton, as well as Sydenham, he will find, that the 
febris ſcarlatina of the former differs greatly from the 
 febris [carlatina of the latter, as to the appearance, 
degree, and period of the diſeaſe. For however 
” mildly Sydenham: repreſents this diſtemper, Morzor 
'  ſcruples not emphatically to term it a plague; and 
his reaſons are the ſeverity of ſome of the ſymptoms. 
In his eleventh caſe, towards thecloſe, ſpeaking of a 


patient, he hath theſe words, 4 peſte, inquam, eva- 


fit. And afterwards he goes on thus, quantum tonfil- 
las, woulam, fauces, nares, er guamdiu intumui ſſe 


vidi] quam turgida nonnunguam labia et quam 


Jardida ſcabis obdufta et aller as coder conſe | 
animadoerts 1 | F OG WT90 
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1 might 


tin. that f ec 


ah 


3 . t | 3 this fealet: effierecence: 
not on y differed. as to degree in different perſons, 
but in one and the ſame perſon, there was often this 
diverſity,” The effloreſcence on the face, neck, and 
breaſt was even with the ſuperficies of the ſkin 
ſeryſi pelas-like). at leaſt ſo far as the eye could diſco- 


ver; while in other parts, the eruptions were more 
prominent, and carried the exact appearance of a 
Raſh, (with this difference only, that they were very 
red) and the cuticle felt with all the aſperity of H 772 


made . 


1 now | prod: to ke "Re n in bolt 


Was high, that is to ſay, intenſe thirſt, and the ſen: 


ſation of a burning heat upon the ſkin, were the 
prevailing complaints of the greater part of thoſe, i 
who laboured under the diſeaſe. But even with 
all this extraord; linary. heat and increaſed celerity of 


the blood's motion, the tongue was commonly 


moiſt, furred but ſlightly, and here and there 4 
perſon not very thirſty. Some underwent extreme 

anx iety and * ſome \ were delirious: for four, 
„ Or 


PE caſcs ang. the Jae are 2 7 


5 * 
3 
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or more days together, without one lucid inter - 


4 # : 


val or. lumber, inceſſantly talking incoherently. 
Others yere comatous, and when awaked to drink, 
immediately relapſed to ſleep again. Only a few 
complamed of head-achs; and even ſome of thoſe, 
who were afterwards. moſt delirious, did not complain 


7 of previous pain in the head. Several were ſleepleſs 
whole days and nights ſucceſlively,.. without any de- 


lir ium. . "Almoſt all complained; of great dejection of 
ſpirits; and ſ mo OW of e which leads me 
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The Pale in mowing was very W ſand very | 


Cath: which circumſtance, in con junction with 
N of ſpirits, and impaired ſtrength, contri- 
buted a good deal to em 


barraſs the method f 
cure. For however the inflammatory diſpoſition 
of. the: blood might. fcemingly: call for- Meeting 


the untoward ſymptoms abovementioned ſeemed ei 


ther to forbid this diſcharge, or to permit it: in fach 
f mall r that ar lil —_— N reaſi ＋ : 


__ bn bent rade d there} 8 


te 8 * ver, 


ether 
that there were a few,” whoſe 


to either of them. The next day, 
fils ſtill greatly ſwelled and inflam 


: for it is well known, 
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Wa urine, as: uſually; ſeparated, 
RG a thick clay: coloured ſed 
indec „ Who were remarkably 
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ne 101 l 'C 85 2111 day; that is, 11 lr | = 
period had arrived to its height, and on! | 
e. In few or none did the fever leave the pat. 
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ly vaniſhed. But in ſame, altho the fever evident- 


ly remitted of its ſeverity on the fe 


or fifth day? 


its returns were of more hours duration, and higher 


5 * A ans n e eee e oontinu- 


dee the. Ss — who che fever 


ſwell for the Gel tine 
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3 Parotids began to 
to enlarge for 


three ee eee za when ſuddenly they Tublid- 


ed, in a night's time, one half of t 
nitude. In two perſons, after the fever was 


mor of the Par 


ned, which 
creaſed in their bulk, and gradually grew ha 
till a fortnight or three weeks afterward: 

Parotid of the one, and the left Parotid of the other 
rated largely. 


ſtill contin 


the rig 


quite re- 
moved, and the appetite for food returned, the tu- 
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The diſtemper left a great many Wee dite ; 
complaining of an ill taſte in their mouth, with loſs 
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| diſcoverin 5 the moving ſhades on the walls of the 
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different in different patients. Wh. 
an with ſick neſs and purging, as it generally did, I 
d a ſalt of eee mixture, with” 


miting and e. . ae a 
hardly remember, that they ever returned again. 
F: hen if the inflammation and ſwelling of the ton- 
ils, and parts adjacent required, and the pulſe per- 
mitted, I directed bleeding, and repeated it as the 

hymptoms indicated. If this method did not 
effect, I ordered a veſicatory between 
3 and for internals, I commonly p 
ts of 2 ceti and nitre, with plentiful; dilu- 
erde de wb e „white wine whey, 
y aka wich pern of 0 or iy 
black currant jelly in or 


PP PO PAGE VS? AR Ce Boo net ihe 
. 8 25 


r 


general ly ſtopped, t 


* 


. 8 * , 8 I 1 1 
8 6 - « . 0 ws « 7 © At $ 7 


s 3, eb B's 
7 1 Co one a ow S444 
% 3 


not violent, went thro its 5 5 with ſucceſs. 
fJubſultus tendinum, deliria 
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obviated hereby, but the pulſe alſo ee to fink, 1 
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the-uſyal weakneſs of the patient, and depreſſion.of 
ts, ſeemed. to hint, that theſe inteſtinal diſcharg- 
id the ſcarlet effloreſcenc 
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2 few dane der cee which ris wat, conyeni> 
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ws paregorics ace a 5 ee * mptors, | 


he hath mentioned of this diſeaſe. But in three per- 
TONS or more, where the fever Was in great Part, 
or x altogether off, I gave ins eee 
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bled * patient, whoſe pulſe was tolerably 
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17 ] 
But no benefit ariſing in a few hours after bleeding, I 
ordered blifters to the arms, adminiſtered more cor- 
dial medicines than before; and that night the pati- | 
ept ſeveral hours without waking, and . 


wards mended Lt ID oof iy 


Le 


- 


The blood had no fize upon it, the ſerum was 
citron, and bore a ahve proportion to the 


— „ in henln. 


In others, under pretty much the fame circum- 
3 as the foregoing, but where the pulſe was 
not ſo ſtrong indeed, Lomitted e and pre- 
ſeribed veſicatories, and generous medicines, but no 
Fs enſued hereupon. - -- Hoe 


— 


* ö ; ; 2 
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I was called to a child-of four years old, the ſe⸗ 
cond day of the diſeaſe. He appeared quite bereaved 


ſix ounces, ly after which he revived, and 
came to himſelf. The child was naturally ſubject to 
enlarged Tonſils. But this ſymptom of ſtrangling ha- 
uh came on, I think, within the ſpace of half an 
ö 4 | . 8 hour, 


of-ſenſe, almoſt ſuffocated, and at the point of 
death. Immediately I ordered him to be blooded to 
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cCiſions on theſe glands. | 2 


till 
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hour, or; 'thereabouts. Ons the fourth . at two 
in the afternoon, it returned again with greater 
ſeverity, if poſſible, than before; tho ſeveral 
bliſters that had been applied, diſcharged moſt 


copioully. The Tonſils were ſwelled to that de- 


gree, as chreatened every minute to preclude all ad- 


miſſion of air. Whereu pon a Surgeon was called in, 
who. attempted to relieve the child, by making in- 
d ſo far the operation 
anſwered the end, that the boy who appeared before 
in danger every moment of being ſuffocated, lived 
about ſeven in the evening. The operation 


was followed by a pretty deal of blood, and a 


purulent matter, e was wy offenſive 1 to. mega 


f mell. 


There were two thing \reinarkable' in pos z 
the one was, that oftentimes no good effect accrued 


hereby. to the fever, tho the pulſe by theſe noun 


was generally raiſed, and the difficulty bf * by : : 


tion ſomewhat abated. The ſpirits too were improv- _ 


ed by theſe applications. And indeed in a diſeaſe ſo 


2 threatening, perhaps it would be impi * 
dent to omit theſe applications. For altho the fever 
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aid not viel: to them, ſo as to ſho 
yet it is probable, that ſytnptoms were- hereby pr 
vented from riſing to a more dangerous height. Auer 
iti general it was true; that few were delirious, 
whoſe complaints of the throat obliged them to the 

early application of bliſters. However this obſervati- 

on did not always hold good; for there were a fh, 
who had bliſters timely applied, and ebene ) „ 

a ubſequent er not | merge ne da 


3 5 
4 ; . 3 


Another remark wes noticing, was the great : 
length of time, that the bliſters continued to diſcharge. a 
In ſome, for eight or ten days eee l in 
_— "much en „ 8 

in el fo Eeated-plemifully, till e 
the concluſion of the cure; i. e. till the fever 
was paſt its height. The y6unger the patients, the 
earlier, HT the more 3 ſweated, and ſo vice 
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The appearance of the ebe eee ſeemed to. 


! but little regard, as to the method of cure. 


For I have ſeen ſome Ee aa raving, with the erup-* 
555 2 „ tion 


F | * * 
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RITES 
| others equally delirious, with the 


and pale. So that latterly I did not much conſi 
_ © the appearance of the efflorence, but I ordered bleed- 
ing, &c. as other circumſtances indicated. e 


Its cd law in . diſorders, that the 
more liberally. the eruption comes out, the ſecurer 
is the patient rendered thereby. And yet fo little 
* did this rule hold true here, that in two patients, 
| who. died, the effloreſcence was univerſal, and 
florid tothe laſt. And in one of them, that auxietas 
Circa precordia, which is uſually moſt urgent in 
other eruptive fevers, before the eruption breaks out, 
was in this caſe as exquiſite, when the effloreſcence 
had attained its higheſt colour, as before the efflo- 
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„ . a cure, I ſhould hag VIDE 
that the univerſal ſoreneſs within, which multitudes 
complained of, was alleviated much by ſolutions | 

of ſperma ceti, light oleaginous mixtures, broths, 
&c. and when the cough continued, Megs and. 
aſſes milk removed this e | 
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But the moſt troubleſame Septen, which o- 
curred after the fever. was removed, was that great 
dread upon the ſpirits meinte before, which oc- 
caſioned the unhappy patient to fear the approach 

of the evening. Here no nervous medicines, as they. 

are called, ſeemed to take any immediate effect. 
But air and a reſtorative diet gradually reſtored the | 


$1 


* * 1 * yy oO - 


E perſon to better ſpirits. -. e Eo Pte” 

f From the whole, that I have advanced upon 
1 this diſeaſe, I think: it appears, that general rules 
bol cure were precarious and uncertain; - and that 


1 particular rules were not aſcertainable, on account 

5 of the various appearances, and ſymptoms of the . 

z and the yarious conſtitutions of various patients. e 
And this perhaps furnifhes a- hin why mank ind are 
E © often diſappointed. in the peruſal of medicinal „ 
1 writers. We are apt to expect too much from themz; 
indeed more, than it is pothble for the art to ſupply. + 1 
3 When authors write upon theſe ſubjects, - 
they ſeldom write very uſefully; and when they ; 
write particularly, we grow w ary of their proli 
And perhaps, after the pains of t 
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206 thin it is in Medicine; as in Navigation, Rules 
2 maay be laid down; and Charts exhibited; but when 
_ a man hath made himſelf maſtet of all theſe, he will | 
= often find himſelf among ſhelves and quickſands; 7 
| and muſt at laſt have recourſe' to his own natural 
eig : to extricate ee out of 8 difficulties, | 
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=—_— _. every practitioner knows, how poor and inſufficient 
all femaric authors are; and how tedious, | and 
oftentimes unavailing the 'beſt obſervators. The 
neceſſity therefore, and ſuperiority of a phy ician's 
own judgment, in many caſes, to the writings 
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0 Edicina een . 2 "reatiſe on uch pied Plates, 
as are generally to be found in the Fields or Gardens i in 
Great-Britain : Containing a particular, Account of their 

= Nang Virtues and Uſes. Together with the Obſervations of the moſt 
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learned Phyſicians, as, well ancient as modern, communicated. to the» 


late ingenious Mr. Ray, and the learned Dr. Sim. Pauli. Adapted - 
more eſpecially to thoſe, whoſe Condition or Situation of Life de- 
prives them, in a great Meaſure, of the Helps of the Learned. By 
- » Tho. Shcrt, of Sheffield, M. D. The Second Edition. To which is added. 
an Appendix: containing the true Preparatighs Preſervation, Uſes and 


II. A General Syſtem of Surgery, in three Parts. Containing the 
Doctrine and Management, 1. * Wounds, Fractures, - Luxations, 
Tumors, and Ulcers of all Kinds. 2. Of the ſeveral Operations per- 


formed on all Parts of the Body. 3. Of the ſeveral Bandages appli- 


ed in all Operations and Diſorders. The Whole illuſtrated with t 75 
eight Copper Plates, exhibiting all the Operations, Inſtruments, Ban- 
dages 8 [mprovements, according to the modern and moſt appray- 
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ed Practice. To which is prefixed, an Introduction ge the. 
Nature, Origin, Progreſs and e e of Surgery; with ſuch * 
other Preliminaries as are neceflary to be known by the younger Sur- | 


eons 3. being a Work of thirty Years Experience. Tranſlated into 
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liſh from the Latin of Dr. Laurence Heiſter, Profeſſor of Phyſick 4 


ns Surgery in the Univerſity of Alnſtadt, F ellow of the Royal Soci- 


ety at London, and of the Royal. e at Paris. Lbe Third Edi- 7 


tion, 4to. 
III. Medical Effays and Obſervations, publiſkied. by. a Fei in 


Elinbirgh. The Third Edition, reviſed and. cbrretted * Foy, . 
thors. In 6 Vols. 12mo. | 


* * 


„ Treatiſe on all the Diſcaſes das co Women; * 
an Account of their Cauſes, 2 Symptoms, Dig 
bi ae ao = CER hh 7 1 A ah to his Prefe 


5 


ö tes OTE IE OE Wn bis + 
- _—_ 2 - 


* br; << rn. 7 - * 
N 4 4 * „„ re, 
0 by l 5 : "es RN rel 
o 0 6; * 
PIs. 55 7) 7 4.55 1 "gg - 
* 8 = Fo 


I dats. 
oP wm 2 * 


4 2 — y 
— RR — . — 
A W. 2 
y Fs gr es F l | 
4 F NA : Ms « 
. , * ee 39 
8 > 4 e 
. "I *'4 

0 


Inn, 
* - 4 
Mtn 


* 


. 


An bee 17 


3% % 


ec e 
ing it from an empirical to 3 
' Hales's Experimgntson the Ta 


the Wo 


rationa Ute. 


= with ſome 


> rea; Pate, 1740. ob 


riments on on comparative Efficacy of divers other Medicines, 


thontri 


dition, corre 


and 


1 4 8 
ew Ex ee ee 9 5 : 
Hints for requs : 
With Remarks on Dr. ; 
me Subject, and ſome additional 


ag La 


- Preſented to the Ro al Society — 1741-2. By 


"2 


4 * 8 , 
5273 
a . 


per, 4 
> 


* 


Ko Fehn 11 'M. D. The ſecond 

with divers new Experiments and practical Obſervations. Alſd an 

Account of the ſeveral new Cafes. To which is ſubjoin d, an Ac. 
F of the Effect of Soap Lees taken internally, in the Caſe of 
James Jurin, M. P. with an Appendix Concerning a new Medicine 

Tag the Stone and Gravel. 8vo. 
tt On VI. Commercium Litterarium ad Rei Medicæ et Sclentile natura- 
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— 4 the Sentiments of the moſt celebrated Authers 
. * Ages, ee to Diſeaſes, their Cauſes and Cures. With moſt 
1 Surgery is Midwifry. To which are added, ſome Obſer- 
Fa tions very rare and uncommon; and a curious Treatiſe 5 all Sorts _ 
5 gf Poiſons. In 2 vols. 8 vo. obn Alen, M. D. and F. R. S. tran- 
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